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PRESS RELEASE

Bechtle achieves double-digit growth in
business volume and earnings

e Strong demand for IT solutions across all customer groups
e Business volume up 13.2 %

e EBT increases by 11.5%

o Cash flow back in positive territory despite strong growth
o Order backlog at record level

o Confident outlook for 2026 confirmed

Neckarsulm, 8 May 2026 — Bechtle AG made a very strong start to the 2026 financial
year. Business volume in the first quarter rose by 13.2% to €2.2 bn, with all segments
contributing to growth. Earnings before tax (EBT) increased by 11.5% year on year to
€61.6 m. The order backlog reached a new record high of €3.3 bn at the end of the

quarter.

Business volume saw particularly strong growth in the Other Europe segment, up
29.3%. The other three segments posted double-digit or high single-digit growth
rates. On an organic basis, the Bechtle Group's business volume increased by 11.0%.
This encouraging development was broadly supported by both business and public-
sector customers. Revenue growth of 7.6% lagged behind the increase in business
volume, due to accounting effects related to IFRS 15. "The strong growth and record
order backlog show that our customers continue to invest in making their IT fit for the
future andrely on Bechtle as a trusted partner. The fact that we are seeing this trend
consistently across allregions confirms the strength of our European expansion strat-
egy,” said Dr Thomas Olemotz, CEO of Bechtle AG.
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Earnings also show double-digit growth

Earnings before tax increased by 11.5% in the first quarter, with the EBT margin improv-
ing slightly to 3.9% based on revenue. This outcome is all the more encouraging given
the increased level of investment we are currently making in our own IT. However,
we were able to offset this effect through moderate cost growth.

Strong financial position

Bechtle's business model continues to generate robust cash flow. Operating cash
flow in the first quarter of 2026 amounted to €10.7 m, compared with -€21.0 min the
prior-year period. Given the strong growth in the quarter, this represents a very posi-
tive signal. Higher cash outflows resulting from an increase in inventories were al-
most fully offset by inflows from trade receivables.

Headcount increases due to acquisitions

As at 31 March 2026, the Bechtle Group employed 16,496 people. The increase of 767
employees, or 4.9%, was entirely acquisition-related and primarily affected the Other
Europe segment, where three larger acquisitions were completed over the past
twelve months. On an organic basis, headcount across the group declined slightly by
1.7%. Bechtle continues to invest consistently in education and professional develop-
ment, with 729 young people enrolled in vocational training or dual-study pro-

grammes as at 31 March.

Forecast confirmed

The first quarter confirms our positive outlook for the 2026 financial year as a whole.
In particular, the record-high order backlog and the continued strong investment ac-
tivity of our public-sector customers underpin our confidence. While the overall eco-
nomic environment has become more challenging, the direct impact on Bechtle re-
mains manageable. Price increases in the IT market, particularly for PCs, servers and
storage, have not so far dampened demand. "Overall, we are coping well with the
challenging framework conditions. Demand for storage components remains high
and is driving a very dynamic market environment. We are in close contact with our
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manufacturing partners. As one of the largest IT providers in Europe, we are well po-
sitioned to continue expanding our market share and to grow profitably,” said Chris-
tian Jehle, CFO of Bechtle AG.

Bechtle KPIs Q12026

Q1/2026 Q1/2025 +/-
Business volume €k 2227177 1,967,133 +13.2%
Germany €k 1,170,908 1,074,952 +8.9%
France €k 213,540 193,879 +10.1%
Benelux €k 384,499 343,905 +11.8%
Other Europe €k 458,230 354,397 +29.3%
Revenue €k 1,571,691 1,461,036 +7.6%
EBIT €k 65,179 57,157 +14.0%
EBIT margin
% 2.9 2.9
(% of business volume)
EBIT margin (% of revenue) % 4.1 39
EBT €k 61,635 55,300 +11.5%
EBT margin
% 2.8 2.8
(% of business volume)
EBT margin (% of revenue) % 39 3.8
Net earnings attributable to
€k 45,040 38,870 +15.9%
shareholders of Bechtle AG
Basic earnings per share € 0.36 0.31 +15.9%
Operating cash flow €k +10,719 -21,007
Employees (as of 31/03) 16,496 15,729 +4.9%
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31/03/2026 31/12/2025 +/-
Liquidity’ €k 372,631 452,031 -17.6%
Equity ratio % 45.6 449

TIncluding time deposits and securities

The quarterly statement for the first quarter 2026 is available here. A PDF version of
the report is available for download here. The presentation can be found here.
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About Bechtle

Bechtle is one of Europe's leading IT service providers. We create future-ready IT ar-
chitectures encompassing on-prem and multi-cloud infrastructures, digital transfor-
mation and modern workplace solutions, robust security, artificial intelligence and a
full range of managed services. At the same time, we strengthen our customers' dig-
ital sovereignty by embedding technological self-determination, transparency and
resilience across our solutions. Our customers also benefit from our smart financing
solutions and circular IT offering, helping them achieve their ESG goals. Through our
subsidiaries, we are recognised as a leading specialist in enterprise applications, par-
ticularly PLM and ERP solutions. Operating from 120 locations across 14 European
countries, we combine personal, local service with a digital offering as part of our
global multichannel strategy. With over 16,000 employees, we are always close to
our B2G and B2B customers, from SMEs to large international organisations. Bechtle is
listed on the MDAX and TecDAX indexes. In 2025, the company generated a revenue
of €6.41bn. Read more at: bechtle.com

Contact

Investor Relations

Martin Link
Phone: +49(0)7132/981-4149
E-mail:  martinlink@bechtle.com

Corporate Communications & Brand Management
Sabine Brand

Phone: +49(0)7132/981-4115

E-mail:  sabine.brand@bechtle.com
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